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Transition Booklet  
 

Nursery to Reception 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This booklet aims to give you, as parents, an overview of our transition process from Nursery to Reception. The 
objective is to provide a smooth transition that supports each individual child, to help them feel secure, confident and 
able to tackle the challenges ahead.  
 
This booklet covers the following areas: 
 

 Planned In-school Provision for Transition 

 A Guide to Help your Child with the Transition 

 The Early Learning Goals 

 Checklist for your first day in Reception 

In addition to this booklet you will also receive a letter from the Head which will detail the arrangements for the 
beginning of the academic year. An updated version of The Parent Handbook of Information will also be available on 
the school website prior to the commencement of the academic year, which we recommend that you read. 
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Planned In-school Provision for Transition 
 
With transition, children will respond in different ways, some with confidence, and others with more apprehension. 
Children’s confidence will be enhanced when changes happen gradually and when time is prioritised to support these 
transitions with sensitive planning and preparation. Therefore, we include a wide range of supportive and independent 
activities to cater for all needs. 
 
Class allocation 
Class lists and the Reception class teachers will be communicated before the first Reception Induction Session.  
 
Assemblies 
During their time in Nursery, the children have attended a range of whole school assemblies. This is a great opportunity 
for them to experience the formalities of assemblies, special events and some interesting topics delivered by visiting 
speakers. In Reception, the children will attend daily assemblies.   

 
Playtimes and Lunchtimes  
Nursery and Reception children share their break times in the Nursery playground. This provides continuity for the 
children.  
 
Lunchtime routine 
The Reception children have their lunch in the main hall. We have encouraged the children in Nursery to follow a 
similar lunchtime routine to Reception. With support, the children enjoy the routine of clearing their plate, choosing 
their dessert and understanding the lunchtime etiquette.  
 
School tours 
During the last term of Nursery, the children will have the opportunity to tour the Lower school and other teaching 
areas, such as the Music School and the Art room, to help them become familiar with the different locations that they 
will go to in Reception. 
 
Performances 
The children in Nursery take part in a Christmas Nativity. This gives the children a new experience of performing on 
stage and learning songs and dances together as a class. In Reception, the children will take part in three performances 
throughout the year, which parents are invited to; The Harvest Festival, The Lower School Christmas Production and 
The Easter Treat. 

 
Teaching in Nursery 
The children during their learning experience in Nursery will have participated in focus groups, teacher-led sessions and 
free-flow activities. This supports their development of listening skills and classroom expectations. The ratio of teacher-
led to child-led learning experiences increases throughout the Reception year.    
 
Head of EYFS 
The Head of EYFS teaches in Reception and spends Wednesday afternoons in the Nursery. This provides the 
opportunity for her to meet and work with each individual child so that she becomes familiar with them and is aware of 
their individual needs.  

 
Transition sessions 
All children are invited to attend three introduction sessions in the Reception classes. This will enable the children to 
investigate their new classroom and form new relationships with their peers, Class Teacher and Teaching Assistants.  
 
Parent Information Evenings 
Parents are invited to a start of academic year Parent Information Evening at the end of the Summer Term. At this 

meeting, the staff will explain the expectations of Reception and answer any queries that parents may have.  

Drop-off and collection 
For the first two weeks of drop-off in Reception, we encourage parents to escort their child to the Reception classroom. 
After this initial introduction, the children are dropped at the Reception door by parents to support development of 
their independence. Parents collect their child at the end of the day from the Reception door. A map of the school is 
available from the school website.  
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A Guide to Help your Child with the Transition 
 

The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum encompasses a wide spectrum of development. The checklist below is 
intended as a guide for their preparation in becoming more independent and ready for the transition into Reception. 
 
Self –care 

I can wipe my nose 
I can ask for help if I do not feel well 
I can go to the toilet on my own 
I can wipe myself properly and flush the toilet 
I can wash and dry my hands when I need to 

 
Eating 

I can use a knife and fork 
I can ask for a drink when I need one 
I can open wrappers and packaging, if needed for my snack 

 
Getting dressed and undressed on my own 

I can put my coat on and use a zip 
I can put my shoes and socks on 
I can button and unbutton my clothes 

 
Routines 

I have practised putting my uniform on. (Your child will have help with their top button and tie in Reception) 
I am learning to eat at the times I will on school days 
I am good at getting ready, so we can leave on time 

 
Speaking, listening and understanding 

I am able to talk about needs, my feelings and myself 
I can follow instructions 
I am able to sit and listen for a short time 

 
Literacy skills 

I can attempt to write my own name 
I can give meaning to the marks and drawings that I make 
I am interested in reading stories and looking at picture books 
I can recognise my own name 

 
Mathematics 

I can count to 10 and then 20 
I can recognise my numbers 1-10 
I can attempt to write some numbers 
I can recognise and name some 2D shapes 

 
The world 

I am learning about the world around me 
I am interested in living things 
I am interested in exploring new activities and environments 
I ask questions 

 
Independence 

I am happy to be away from my adult. 
I can look after my belongings. 

 
Sharing and turn taking 

I can share toys with others and can interact appropriately with other children, joining in with games. 
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The Early Learning Goals 
In Nursery and Reception, the children follow the Early Years curriculum and work towards completion of the Early 
Learning Goals (ELGs). The table below details the success criteria for the ELGs.  

Communication and language  

Listening and 
attention  

Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events, 
and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. They give their attention to 
what others say and respond appropriately, while engaged in another activity.  

Understanding  Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about 
their experiences and in response to stories or events.  

Speaking  Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs. They use past, present and 
future forms accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to happen in the future. They 
develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events.  

Physical development  

Moving and handling  Children show good control and coordination in large and small movements. They move confidently in a range 
of ways, safely negotiating space. They handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing.  

 
Health and self- care  

Children know the importance for good health of physical exercise and a healthy diet, and talk about ways to 
keep healthy and safe. They manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs successfully, including 
dressing and going to the toilet independently.  

Personal, social and emotional development  

Self-confidence and 
self-awareness  

Children are confident to try new activities, and to say why they like some activities more than others. They 
are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will choose the resources they need 
for their chosen activities. They say when they do or don’t need help.  

Managing feelings 
and behaviour  

Children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour, and its 
consequences, and know that some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as part of a group or class, and 
understand and follow rules. They adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take changes of routine 
in their stride.  

 
Making relationships  

Children play cooperatively, taking turns with others. They take account of one another’s ideas about how to 
organise their activity. They show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships 
with adults and other children.  

Literacy  

Reading  Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and 
read them aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular words. They demonstrate an 
understanding when talking with others about what they have read.  

Writing Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways, which match their spoken sounds. They also 
write some irregular common words. They write sentences, which can be read by themselves and others. 
Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible. 

Mathematics  

 Numbers  

 

Children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place them in order and say which number is one more or 
one less than a given number. Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers 
and count on or back to find the answer. They solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing. 

Shape, space and 
measures 

Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to 
compare quantities and objects and to solve problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. They 
explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them. 

Understanding the World 

People and 
communities  

Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know 
that other children do not always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities 
and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.  

The world  Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They 
talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one to 
another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about 
changes. 

Technology  Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. They select and use 
technology for particular purposes.  

Expressive arts and design  

Exploring and using 
media and materials 

Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use and 
explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture and form.  

Being imaginative  Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and 
purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, 
dance, role-play and stories. 



5 
 

 
Checklist for your Child’s First Day in Reception 

 
  

Our aim is to ensure that your child is happy and settled at school. We invite you to bring your child 
to their classroom on their first day in Reception and we encourage you to help them find their coat 
peg and box. 
 
 
We recommend that the children bring the following items on their first day. However, the focus 
will be on settling them into their new learning environment so please do not worry if an item is 
forgotten.  

 
 
 

A healthy snack in a small, clearly named plastic box           

A pair of wellington boots                                               

A school book bag                                  

A school fleece and waterproof coat                          

Any medication, which must be kept at school such as an inhaler etc.        

A school sunhat                                                                                                            

 
                   

 
Please ensure that all items are clearly named 

 
 
 
 

......................................................................................................... 
 
 
 
 

The school website, Academic tab, provides access to the class timetables. If your child is due to 
have PE on their first day in Reception then please do not worry about PE kit on this occasion. 
Please send your child to school in their uniform and pack a pair of trainers for them to wear. We 
will explain the routines for PE days at the Reception Parents Information Evening.   

 
 

 
 
 

We look forward to welcoming all the children to the Reception. 
 


