
Reception Newsletter 
Week Ending: 23 September 2016 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
This week we have enjoyed using our sense of smell to make a smelly potion and write about 
what our potion might do. We had some very imaginative ideas from turning into a crocodile 
and a monkey to making you fly and jump high! 
 
Thank you to those who attended the Forest School meeting. We hope you found this useful. 
We look forward to seeing some of you at the EYFS information evening on Tuesday, 18:00, 
in the school hall.  
 
 
Next week: 
 
Literacy 
We will be reading ‘Peace at Last’ and ‘Little Beaver and the Echo’, to link with our senses of 
hearing and sight. The children will be acting out the story, taking part in a drama-based 
lesson.  
 
Phonics  
Our new sounds for next week are i and n.  
  
Keywords  
This week we are sending home: in, to, said.  
If your child can already recognise these words, please practise spelling them.  
 
Maths finding one more and less.  
 
Topic  
 
Science - floating and sinking. 
 
Creative - junk modelling a boat, linked to ‘Little Beaver and the Echo’.  
 
PSED - learning some sign language and respecting others.   
 
We will also be going on an EYFS listening walk around our school.  
 
Ideas to try at home 
 
Literacy 
Practise forming the letters ‘t’ and ‘p’. Look for the letters in a book at home, pretending you 
are a letter detective! Write a list of items you need to make a magic potion. When helping 
your child to write, begin by encouraging them to hear the first sound in the word and write 



it down. In Reception, we encourage the children to spell words phonetically and we then 
teach them spellings for tricky words later on.  
 
Maths 
Play in the bath or the sink! Find some different sized containers and fill them with water. 
Explore which ones hold more and less water. Which container holds the most and the least? 
Take a photo and bring it in to share with the class; we would love to see you exploring 
capacity at home. 
 
Topic work 
Can your child recall the items that they smelt at school? What was their favourite and least 
favourite?  
 
Go for a walk and look for signs that it is autumn. The children had a lovely autumn walk at 
school. They had a tick list and enjoyed ticking off the signs of autumn, such as the different 
coloured leaves, squirrels, berries etc.  
 
Notices 
Please bring in some junk modelling materials for your child to make a boat with next week. 
For example, a cardboard box, an egg box, a milk lid bottle for a wheel etc, but no toilet rolls 
please. We would be grateful for these by Wednesday.  
 
Please continue to ensure that every item which belongs to your child is labelled. This really 
helps us to identify their clothing.  
 
Some children are still bringing in a large amount of food for their snack but are not eating it 
all. Please send in one snack for your child so that they have time to play.  
 
As the weather changes, may be advise that your child has both a fleece and a waterproof 
coat in school at all times. When the children attend Forest School in the winter, we ensure 
that they are wrapped up in plenty of layers, and a fleece and coat can help us to ensure they 
are staying warm.  
 
Please help your child to practise eating with a knife and fork at home so that we can reinforce 
lunchtime manners at school. The children have a knife and fork that is small and suitable for 
their age. We are happy to help with cutting up food but we expect the children to use the 
cutlery correctly. We will be modelling this in class and therefore would be grateful if this is 
reinforced at home. Thank you for your help.  
 
From Monday, please bring your child to the Reception doors (where you collect in the 
afternoon) and drop them there. There will be a member of the Reception team waiting to 
greet them. We would be grateful if you could discuss this with your child over the weekend 
so they know what to expect. 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend, 
 
Miss Magnus, Mrs Masters, Mrs Ho You and the Reception Team 


