
Reception Newsletter 
Week Ending: 16 September 2016 

 
Dear Parents, 
  
As our first of many Newsletters you will receive over the academic year, we would like to 
take this opportunity to welcome you to Reception! We hope your child is settling in and 
enjoying their time in their class and we hope that they have a memorable year. We have lots 
of exciting things planned for the children, including Forest School, dough disco and learning 
cursive handwriting, to name a few.  
 
The first few weeks in Reception are very important to us. We aim to help your child feel 
happy and settled in their new environment and we strive to get to know them individually. 
We complete many observational assessments on your child so we can plan for their learning 
and our teaching.  
 
Our topic for this half term is ‘Ourselves’. We will be focusing on our five senses and finding 
out about your child including their family, friends, likes and dislikes.  
 
Next week: 
 
Literacy 
Our text will be ‘Smelly Louie’ and we will be writing a list of things we used to make a potion.  
 
Phonics  
Our new sounds for next week are t and p.   
  
Keywords  
This week we are sending home: the, and, a.  
If your child can already recognise these words, please practise spelling them.  
 
Maths 
Capacity: using a variety of containers to find out how much they hold. Comparing more and 
less, most and least.  
 
Topic  
 
Science - using our sense of smell to identify different smells in boxes. The children will be 
guessing what the smell is and deciding whether or not they like it! 
 
Creative - Making a potion. 
 
PSED - describing our favourite smells, talking about likes and dislikes.  
 
ICT - continuing to explore the program ‘2Paint’, developing our mouse skills. 
 
 



 
Ideas to try at home 
 
Literacy 
Can you look for some words that begin with ‘s’ and ‘a’? Practise writing these sounds with a 
felt tip pen or in some sand; make the letters out of playdough or paint the letters.  
 
Maths 
Recognising numbers to 10 and then 20. Practise writing numbers to 10 with the correct 
formations.  
 
Topic work 
Talk about smells you like and dislike at home. What is your favourite smell? 
 
Can you draw or paint a self-portrait, thinking about features on your face?  
 

******* 
Notices 
It was lovely to see so many of you at the Meet the Teacher meeting on Monday. We hope 
you found this useful and informative. We are aware that some parents were unable to attend 
and we have therefore listed the key items below. 
 
Important documents 
Please ensure that you have read the Curriculum Guide, EYFS Policy and Parents’ Handbook 
of Information. There are also many other relevant and important documents which can be 
found on the website.  
 
PE 
Many of you have already realised that on the day of PE, your child should come to school 
dressed in their PE kit and their school uniform must be packed in their PE bag. Please ensure 
that everything, including socks is clearly labelled. We would appreciate lots of practice at 
home with doing buttons, tucking in shirts and getting dressed independently. We are more 
than happy to help with ties.  
Please also ensure that your child has their summer hat in school.  
 
Snacks 
Please provide your child with one healthy snack and please note that crisps are only allowed 
on Fridays. The snack needs to be labelled, either on the container or on the item. We are a 
nut free school and due to allergies, kiwis are not allowed. Please note that chocolate is also 
not allowed. Grapes and other fruit must be cut up for health and safety reasons. 
 
Reading books and expectations 
Reading books will be changed on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. On the days that your 
child’s book is not changed, we expect them to consolidate the text by re-telling it, discussing 
the story and characters, all of which are important skills. You can also read a book from home 
or the library. Please ensure your child brings in their reading diary and book every day as we 
hear the children read at school. Once the children are settled and become familiar with the 



routines, we will aim to hear your child read three times a week. This could be by the class 
teacher, TA and another adult such as the librarian. The children also take part in guided 
reading and daily reading activities throughout the day in class.  
 
Keywords 
Every Friday we send home a few keywords with your child. Please help your child to learn 
these words as they often cannot be sounded out. Make it fun by hiding them around your 
house and asking your child to look for a particular word.  
 
Continuity across the year group 
We work as a team in Reception and within the EYFS. Our planning is done together and 
communication is key for us all.   
 
Dates for your diary 
EYFS Information Evening- Tuesday 27 September, 18:00. Please see the letter in your child’s 
book bag today regarding this.  
 
Forest School Information Afternoon - Thursday 22 September, 14:45 - 15:15. This will take 
place in the school hall and will be an opportunity for you to find out about Forest School.  
 
Parents’ Evening: Monday 14 November and Wednesday 16 November: 17:30 - 20:00. 
 
Reception Parents’ Open Afternoon: Friday 25 November, 14:45 - 15:15. This is an 
opportunity for you to come into the classroom and spend some time with your child, looking 
at all of their wonderful work.   
 
Collection 
A reminder that if it is somebody different collecting your child (e.g. Grandparent) then they 
MUST have the password. It is also very helpful if you let us know in the morning.  
 
Contacting us 
If you have a query or concern, the end of the day is the best time to speak with us. 
Alternatively, you can always phone the office who would be happy to arrange an 
appointment for you. You can also write a note in your child’s reading record.  
 
Library books - this week your child visited the library and chose a book to bring home. Please 
keep this at home for a week and bring it in the following week when it can be changed.   
 
Key Staff 
In line with the EYFS Statutory Framework your child is assigned to a key person. These are as 
follows: 
 
RM 
Children with surnames A - G: Miss Magnus 
Children with surnames H - S: Mrs Hadland and Mrs Read (Thurs)  
 
 



 
RH 
Children with surnames A - D: Mrs Masters and Mrs Ho - You 
Children with surnames H - W: Mrs Barr and Mrs Read (Tues and Weds) 
 
However, please feel free to speak to any member of the Reception EYFS staffing team 
regarding your child.  
 
And finally…! 
Please continue to bring your child into their classroom for the whole of next week. On 
Monday 26 September, we would like you to drop your child at the doors where a member 
of the Reception team will be waiting to greet them. Please continue to encourage your child 
to organise their belongings on their own in preparation for the week commencing Monday 
26 September.  
 
With thanks, 
Miss Magnus, Mrs Masters, Mrs Ho-You, Mrs Barr, Mrs Hadland and Mrs Read 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception Mums’ Night Out (message from Mayr’s mother, RH) 
Friday 14 October at Bar and Beyond in Chelmsford from 19:30, £20 per head. If anyone is 
interested and would like to confirm or get further information, please could they contact 
Emma Devall (Mayr’s mum) on 07917 832831 or via email emmadevall@aol.com  
 

mailto:emmadevall@aol.com

