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Dear Parents, 
We have had a very active and exciting week learning about volcanoes, creating a volcano and then 
watching it erupt!  
 
 
Next week:  
 
Literacy 
Drama - hotseating a dinosaur and asking him/her a relevant question. This will follow on nicely from 
our Drama work this week, which the children thoroughly enjoyed.  
 
Phonics and Handwriting 
Our new sounds for next week are zz and qu.  
We are teaching the children that these two letters together make one sound. We represent this with 
a line underneath the letters rather than a sound button which represents one sound/letter.  
  
Keywords  
This week we are sending home: no, saw, make.  
If your child can already recognise these words, please practise spelling them in cursive letters. Then 
try to write the words in a sentence.  
 
 
Maths 
3D shapes - introducing the names of 3D shapes, 3D shape recognition, sorting the shapes and 
beginning to look at the properties.  
 
 
Topic  
 
Science 
We will be carrying out a Science investigation to find out how we can rescue the frozen dinosaurs. 
The children will be making predictions about what they think might happen.  
 
Cooking 
We will be making dinosaur rock cakes.  
 
PSED/British Values and RS 
Looking at British Museums - how these store and look after special artefacts from the past. If we find 
something precious, we must be honest and give it to the right person or place. This is the same at 
school.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ideas to try at home 
 
Literacy 
Our Drama lesson this week was based on developing our speaking and listening skills through a 
dinosaur puppet show. We spent some time discussing and modelling to the children how to speak 
loudly and clearly but not shout and not too fast. At home, can you make some dinosaur puppets and 
act out a factual puppet show, using information you have learnt in class? 
 
Maths 
Estimating - can you estimate different quantities? For example, how many jugs of water fill up a 
washing up bowl? How many pieces of Lego fill up a mug? Then use your toys: take a handful of cars, 
place them on the carpet and estimate how many there are. Then count the exact amount. Were you 
close? Remember, estimating means having a careful guess. 
 
Topic  
Make a Volcano! Can you create a volcano using resources at home? We used a large yoghurt pot for 
the volcano and then tissue paper and coloured paper to create a dinosaur land around it. To erupt 
the volcano (and we talked about how an adult must help you with this), you will need the following: 

- Bicarbonate of soda 
- Vinegar 
- Red food colouring  

Pour the bicarbonate of soda and food colouring into the pot then add the vinegar. Enjoy watching 
the volcano erupt! The children have learnt several facts about volcanoes so see if they can share 
these with you too.  
Please see the school website for photographs of the children watching our volcano erupt in class.  
 
 
 
Notices 
Thank you to those who have returned the EYFS Information evening reply slips. If you have not yet 
returned this, please do so by Monday.  
 
As our Dinosaur topic draws to a close, you may like to visit the Natural History Museum in London 
with your child. Entry is free and they have some wonderful dinosaur facts, exhibits and skeletons.   
 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend, 
 
With thanks, 
 
Miss Magnus, Mrs Masters, Mrs Ho You and the Reception Team. 
 

 

 

 

 


