
 
 

 
 

 
Transition Policy for Year 2 to Year 3 

 
Aims for the Policy 
 

 To enable the children to experience a smooth transition from Year 2 to Year 3 at St 
Cedd’s School 

 To ensure some continuity and coherence in this period of adaptation and change  

 To achieve continuity in the pace and quality of learning, and in the children’s social 
and academic progress 

 To familiarise children with their new environment 

 To involve both parents and children in this process of transition 
 
Preparation in Year 2 
 
All children need to feel secure about moving to Year 3.  Therefore, during the Summer Term 
in Year 2, the children will experience the following:  
 

 attend a whole school assembly led by the Head 

 receive an orientation session of the Upper School building  

 have a taster science lesson in the Science room and workshops in the Upper School 
building 

 meet their new teacher and teaching assistant on ‘Move –up’ morning/afternoon.  
Similarities and differences between the two years may be discussed, including 
homework, changing bell, movement for lessons to different rooms etc. 

 Year 2 will attend aspects of the Sports, Music and Year ¾ Celebration of 
Achievement assemblies 

 
The subject of transition is included in the Year 2 PSHEE curriculum. The children will 
therefore prepare for this transition in these lessons during the Summer Term.  They will be 
able to express their views, opinions and ideas through discussions. 
 
The Management of Transition 

 
Year 2 and Year 3 teachers will work closely together in the Summer Term to ensure that 
every attempt is being made to prepare the children socially, emotionally and academically. 
 
Teachers of Year 2 and Year 3 will have a formal ’handover’ meeting to discuss the children’s 
strengths and areas for development with reference to the raft of information and data 
available to staff.  Any health considerations will be shared with staff to ensure that they 



have a full ‘picture’ of each child.  They will also share any Independent Pupil Plans (IPPs) 
and Care Plans. Children who have been identified as working at higher levels of attainment 
will be discussed and examples of work shared in order that they commence Year 3 at an 
appropriately challenged level.  
 
The Transition Process   
 
Styles of teaching and learning will be tailored to meet the needs of each individual child. 
Children will be encouraged to enjoy new approaches. 
 
Parents’ views are important and valued. It is important that there are good lines of 
communication between teacher and parents.  Parents can communicate their suggestions 
and ideas through the Homework Diary, Parents’ Representatives Meetings or at the end of 
each day at collection times.  
 
Early in the Autumn Term parents will be invited to a “Meet the Form Teacher” meeting 
where any queries will be answered.  
 
Areas of change 
 
Code of conduct 
The children follow the Upper School Code of Conduct: 
 

 Be polite 

 Be honest 

 Be gentle 

 Be kind and helpful 

 Work hard 

 Listen to people 

 Look after property 

 Be a good ambassador for the school 
 
Work expectation 
The children continue to be encouraged to produce work that they are proud of and to 
realise that they have tried their best.  The curriculum will be differentiated to cater for all 
abilities and the children will be encouraged to develop as independent learners. The new 
Letterjoin handwriting scheme that commenced in 2015-2016 in Reception, Year 1 and Year 
2 will be continued smoothly through to Year 3.  
 
Responsibility 
During the course of the year the children will be encouraged to become responsible for 
their actions and their belongings. They will be encouraged to change quickly and 
independently.  
 
There will be opportunities for the children to take on roles of responsibility within the class.  
Some children will be selected by their peers to serve as a School Council representative 
and/or on the Food Forum Committee.  
 
Individual music lessons 
For some children it will be their first experience of individual music lessons. The children 
can enter in to individual music lessons for the first time.  A timetable will be issued at the 



beginning of each term for each child learning an instrument. After checking with parents, 
children are expected to write all lessons into their homework diary and the list is displayed 
on a board in the classroom. Children will have the opportunity to catch up on any work that 
is missed.   
 
Uniform 
The children are encouraged to wear their uniform with pride.  The school uniform list is 
available to download from the website. Every item if clothing should be clearly named.   
 
Homework 
The homework schedule is available to download from the website.  
 
School Homework Diary 
The children are expected to write in their own homework in the diary and record their own 
plus ones on the relevant pages.  Diaries need to be brought into school each day.  Form 
Teachers will continue to sign the diaries at the end of each week.  The diaries are a means 
of communication between home and school.   
 
Equipment requirements 
Stationery items should be clearly named.  Please refer to the Year 3 Curriculum Guide for a 
full list. 
 
Timetable 
Each child receives a timetable of the week’s lessons. The Curriculum Policy and Plan 
describes the lesson allocation.  
 
 Rewards 
Ten plus ones are needed for a star. The star of the week continues, as does the Good Work 
Book.  Various prizes are also awarded at the end of the year. 
 
Celebrations 
In December, the formal Carol Service takes place in the Cathedral for all the Upper School 
children and their parents.  The informal Carols around the tree concert, also takes place in 
December and is open to all children and their families.  The Year 3 Swimming Gala takes 
place at Riverside Sport and Leisure and is a morning event.  All children participate in the 
Year 3-5 concert in May.  Sports Day is scheduled for June and is run in the afternoon.   
 
Assessment 
There will be assessments each term or half term in all subjects. NfER verbal and non-verbal 
reasoning tests take place in the Autumn Term.  
 
Outings/workshops 
A Roman themed outing and visit to Epping Forest is planned to enrich the curriculum. 
Workshops in science and history will also take place. 
 
Specialist teaching 
Music, art and PE lessons will still take place in the same venues on site as last year.  Science 
and French will take place in designated rooms in Upper School. Children will have the 
opportunity to join the Junior Chamber Choir auditions held in the Autumn term.  
 



Curriculum Guidelines 
The Year 3 Curriculum Guide provides an overview of the curriculum.  This can be 
downloaded from the school website. 
 
This is a working document which will be reviewed during the course of the year. 
 
 


