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Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) Compliance Inspection Findings 

The Regulatory ISI Compliance Inspection (RCI), which took place at School on Wednesday 6 and 

Thursday 7 December 2017, was a compliance only inspection. It measured the extent to which St 

Cedd’s School meets and complies with the raft of legislation that applies in eight discrete areas set 
out in the Independent School Standards in the Schedule to the Education Regulations 2014. In the 

Compliance Inspection Report, judgements are given as either ‘met’ or ‘not met’ along with a brief 

narrative comment. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents for their proactive approach to completing the 

ISI questionnaire which was hugely supportive in providing quantitative and qualitative data for 

evaluation by the inspectors. The responses from parents and pupils to pre-inspection 

questionnaires were analysed, and the inspectors examined curriculum and other documentation 

made available by the School. The inspectors observed lessons, conducted formal interviews with 

pupils and examined samples of pupils’ work. They held discussions with members of staff and with 

the Chair of Governors, observed a sample of the extra-curricular activities that occurred during the 

inspection period, and attended assemblies. Inspectors visited the facilities for the youngest 

pupils (including the EYFS setting), together with the learning support areas.  

Unlike our previous inspection in February 2013, the inspectors were not at the School to reach a 

judgement about the quality of educational provision and consequently the report contains 

no qualitative judgements. Educational Quality Inspections (EQI) with compliance occur every three 

years as part of the new cycle of ISI inspections and we look forward to receiving judgement 

headlines (‘excellent’, ‘good’, ‘sound’ or ‘unsatisfactory’) for the quality of pupils’ academic 

and other achievements, and the quality of pupils’ personal development, at that time. 

For this compliance inspection, an impressive six of the eight areas were ‘met’ and the report 

reinforces the high quality of education provided by the School as well as the positive spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural development of pupils. The report states: 

“The teaching enables pupils to make good progress, encompasses 

effective behaviour management and is supported by suitable resources.” 

Promoting a spiritual and moral awareness in its pupils is part of St Cedd’s School’s ethos and the 

quality was recognised by ISI in the statement:  



“Principles and values are actively promoted which facilitate the personal 

development of pupils as responsible, tolerant, law-abiding citizens.” 

We always strive for excellence across all aspects of our educational provision and seek to further 

enhance the outstanding standards of which the School is justly proud, and we welcomed the 

opportunity this inspection highlighted for improvement. 

As you would expect, the welfare, health and safety of pupils at St Cedd’s School is of utmost 

importance. The report acknowledges many of the existing safeguarding arrangements in place, from 

first aid and fire safety to pupil supervision and attendance registers, as well as recognition of the 

School’s ‘strategic approach to risk assessment’. 

The report highlighted that the robust and rigorous safer recruitment checks routinely carried out 

successfully by the School for teaching and non-teaching staff must become the benchmark for those 

adults running after-school clubs. The activity providers, who have always had DBS, ID and clearance 

checks, as from 8 December 2017, now have an equivalent recruitment process and procedures to 

that which we complete for teachers thus meeting, in full, the action point detailed in the report. 

Please note that a ‘not met’ for Part 3, which was in relation to after-school activity providers only, 

automatically triggers a ‘not met’ for leadership and management (Part 8) and it is fitting that the 

report affirms:  

“The proprietor (Chair of Governors) ensures that the leadership and 

management actively promote the well-being of pupils.” 

Dr P Edmonds 

Head 

About the ISI Inspection System: 

The Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) is the body approved by the Department for Education 

for the purpose of inspecting schools belonging to Independent Schools Council (ISC) Associations 

and reporting on compliance with independent school regulations.  




