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It has been a lively and exciting year and a pleasure to witness the pupils embrace and enjoy the opportunities we 
offer at St Cedd’s School. Our emphasis is on individual pupil progress as well as team, cohort and school community 
achievements and this annual publication provides a taste of some of the highlights of the academic year 2015-2016. 
It can only scratch the surface but even such a brief account speaks volumes for the quality of St Cedd’s School life. 

It has become a truism that the only constant is change and the ability to deal with uncertainty relies on far more 
than the acquisition and application of knowledge and at St Cedd’s School we aim to inspire pupils to be independent 
learners, to develop resilience, have supple minds and expect the unexpected. The pupils’ education at the school at 
the end of Year 6 culminates with a celebration of their achievements at a final gathering with their family and friends, 
and at this event in July we paused to acknowledge the mix of emotions concentrated at this pivotal moment: some 
sadness for what and who the pupils may be leaving behind, and liberation and excitement at what is ahead. What 
pupils make of the next phase of their educational journey is determined, to some extent, by what they have learned 
at St Cedd’s School. Their values will shape who they are, their ambition and love of learning will help them stay the 
course they set themselves, and I hope that their experience at the school will drive and motivate them. 

I am delighted to report that collectively the Year 6 achieved excellent senior school entrance assessment results with 
a total of fifteen scholarship awards; five Music, four Sport, two Drama, one Art and three for academic achievement. 
Of the 79% of pupils who took the CSSE examination, which is open to all pupils of all abilities, 70% achieved at least 
the CSSE pass mark of 303 points. This is an impressive statistic particularly given that some of the Year 6 pupils, who 
would have gained a high score, opted for an independent school education and did not sit the test. The annual Senior 
Schools Fayre and information events, attended by representatives from independent, maintained, grammar and 
other academy senior schools, support parents with understanding the complexity of senior school applications, and 
together with my 1-1 meetings with Year 5 parents this ensures that we work in partnership to secure the very best 
outcome for each pupil. Comparisons with national statistics at 11 are categorised as having ‘not yet met’, ‘reached’ or 
‘exceeded’ the national standard expected for a Year 6 pupil, and I am pleased to record that 98% of pupils achieved at 
least the expected level in spelling and grammar with 74% exceeding it. 100% of pupils achieved at least the expected 
level in reading with 74% exceeding it, and 94% of pupils achieved at least the expected level in writing with 38% 
exceeding it. In mathematics, 96% of pupils achieved at least the expected level and 81% exceeded those expectations, 
with 100% of pupils achieving at least the expected level in science with 66% exceeding nationally expected levels in 
this subject. 

Our HOLDFAST baccalaureate-style curriculum, providing Holistic Opportunities to Learn and Develop, Furthering 
Achievement, Service and Talent in Year 6, once again broadened the pupils’ skills for life-long learning, and it was 
great to see the Year 6 pupils pursuing their own projects. The invitation to join the MUN Conference at Felsted School 
and an entry to the Amnesty International Awards, in which we won the Young Reporter of the Year 2016 with the 
submission ‘Give Refugees a Chance’ and gained a shortlisted entry for ‘Child Free Labour Zone’, expanded the pupils’ 
knowledge and understanding of global issues. In the Queen’s birthday celebrations which were fully embraced by the 
school community, we acknowledged our fundamental British values and we thank the Parents’ Association for their 
very thoughtful gift of a bespoke ruler for all the pupils. The Year 6 production, ‘Time Lord’, which was performed with 
humour, confidence and maturity, also contributed to the pupils’ developing group work skills. Teamwork features 
high on the list of benefits we aim to develop and the PGL trip to Liddington saw the Year 6 pupils achieving so 
much not just in terms of the physical limits they exceeded and in their ability to work as a team, but in building self-
confidence, fostering their ability to solve problems and also to be resilient. The way the children supported each 
other in mastering each and every activity, whether it was scaling new heights, or helping to allay anxieties from 
being away from home, was a credit to each and every one of them. Preparation for life in Year 6 includes attendance 
at Crucial Crew as well as road safety, fire safety and first aid training, and this raft of courses provides awareness of 
personal safety that will support them in secondary school. 

Rapid progress was evident across all year groups and as a non-academically selective school the data collected 
was impressive. We delighted in recognising the efforts and progress of all the children and in presenting a host 
of certificates, awards and responsibilities to pupils in Year 2 to Year 6 in the very special Final Sport and Music 
assemblies held at the end of each term. Our Nursery and Reception children have continued to have an enabling start 
in the encouraging EYFS environment where play, teacher-led activities, craft mornings, educational visits and events 
such as the EYFS Afternoon Tea, Colchester Zoo which linked well with the topic ‘We are Explorers’, and the Tiptree 



Jam Farm, all support their wellbeing, and academic and social development. The Reception Baseline Assessment, a 
DfE accredited Early Years Baseline Assessment designed to accurately record, as a starting point, a child’s knowledge, 
skills, understanding and learning behaviours on entry to Reception, revealed that there are very good levels of 
engagement, wellbeing and involvement in our EYFS setting. The addition of the Forest School discovery curriculum in 
Reception is popular with the children, and it was a pleasure to invite the community to the Forest School Parents’ Day.    

Throughout the school there has been an array of workshops and trips which reinforce the taught curriculum. As a 
snapshot of events, Years 3-6 celebrated the life and works of Roald Dahl on Dahlicious Day and were thrilled when 
the Enormous Crocodile arrived to read extracts from Roald Dahl’s works. Year 1 experienced a medieval banquet, had 
fun in the Lego workshop and enjoyed their visit to Stansted Mountfitchet Castle, the Great Fire of London workshop, 
and Hyde Hall where they explored plant species, mini-beasts and enjoyed the activities in the expansive grounds. Year 
1 and Year 2 also enjoyed the ‘Island Home’ workshops, visited Chelmsford Museum and discovered more about the 
local area with the History Walks. Year 3 embraced Egyptian Day, their visit to Colchester Castle and the geography 
fieldtrip to Epping Forest, while Year 4 visited Lee Valley Park and had an inspiring Caribbean and Greek themed days. 
Year 5 went to Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, the Europa Centre and Barleylands and willingly dressed the part on 
Tudor Day. The Victorian Day offered the pupils in Year 6 an insight into Victorian times.

The drama curriculum is augmented by high quality drama workshops. In Lower School this was achieved with a 
focus on castles, knights and princesses and the Tempest workshops in Upper School, delivered by the talented Young 
Shakespeare Company, were a great success in fostering an appreciation and understanding of Shakespeare’s life and 
work. 

The Eco Club harvested the Coxs apples from the trees at Lathcoats Farm which the School Council sponsor and they 
took part in the annual RSPB School Bird-Watch recording bird inhabitants in the school. The whole school was again 
treated to the lives of blue-tits, with the use of the Birdcam, as the birds built their nests and their life cycle unfolded 
as they took flight. This coincided with our own incubation of chicks, courtesy of the Living Eggs programme, and 
our youngest pupils were inspired to see the chicks hatch and take their first steps. The Nursery and Lower School 
pupils also embraced the opportunity to become super heroes to save the planet during the Super Heroes workshops. 
Ecological issues such as reducing waste, recycling and re-using to save energy and resources were tackled in a fun and 
informative manner, and these initiatives fit well with our 2015-2016 focus on sustainability. 

New this year was the Mathematics Investigation morning to celebrate World Maths Day and once again the 
mathematics team were complimented on their ability to work collaboratively at the Framlingham College Mathematics 
Workshop and the Littlegarth Maths Challenge. Year 6 accumulated gold, silver and bronze awards in the UK Junior 
Mathematics Challenge which is set at KS3 level and the Lower School have produced some impressive calculations 
and methodology which I had the pleasure of acknowledging during my weekly Good Work Book signings.

Our science team entered the National Science Quiz coming fourth in the semi-finals, and embraced the Science 
Day at Old Buckenham Hall. One of our pupils was invited to Wycombe Abbey School for a chemistry masterclass; 
this was due to their creation of a superb poster which attracted the attention of the judges and received a ‘highly 
commended’ award.

Tim Peakes’ voyage to the moon has inspired so many of the pupils and the Rocket Seeds project ‘Lift Off’, a nationwide 
scientific experiment, provided us with the opportunity to plant two hundred rocket seeds in the greenhouse. One 
hundred seeds had spent six months on the International Space Station and the remaining hundred were left on earth. 
The aim has been to ascertain any lasting difference to plant growth, having had the experience of weightlessness and 
we look forward to seeing the national results of the experiment.   

Our General Knowledge Team excelled this year and in the final of the General Knowledge Quiz Championship at the 
Old Royal Navy College in Greenwich the team performed exceptionally well in a contest that was both challenging 
and hard fought.   

Amongst the sporting highlights, the Year 5 Netball ‘A’ Team were finalists at the New Hall Under 10 Netball 
Tournament. In Rugby, pupils in Years 3 - 6 participated in the National Schools Rugby Regional Qualifying Tournament 
at Hurstpierpoint College. The most successful team on the day were our Year 4 ‘A’ Team who went into the event on 
the back of winning the Barnardiston Hall Under 9 Rugby Tournament for the first time in St Cedd’s School history, as 



well as beating all comers in regular fixtures. Equally noteworthy was our Under 11 Girls Hockey ‘A’ Team winning the 
New Hall Tournament and qualifying for the IAPS National Finals at Repton School in Derbyshire. The boys also had 
their inaugural entry to this IAPS Tournament. The Chelmsford Gymnastic Competition was hugely successful with 
Year 6 winning overall, Year 3 ranked second and Year 2 third in their age categories. Our Cross Country Year 3 boys 
won the Chelmsford League, qualifying for Essex Finals at Hadleigh Country Park in Rayleigh and in swimming the ‘A’ 
Team came second at the District Gala, with the ‘B’ Team third. In Cricket we had a very busy season with impressive 
performances across each year group with our Under 11 girls winning the New Hall Indoor Tournament and Triangular 
competition. The Gym and Dance Showcase celebrated the breadth of performance skills that the boys and girls 
demonstrate in and out of school, and all the pupils have fought hard for their League matches, the last as Gold and 
Silver Leagues. The talented equestrian team very successfully competed throughout the year at County level and in 
National Schools Equestrian Association Championships. Our Sports Days were completed successfully despite the 
inclement weather and showcased the pupils’ breadth of athletic skills, and the Pupils versus Parents Year 6 cricket 
and rounders matches saw the largest turnout. There has also been an array of exceptional individual performances 
in a range of sports which I have had the pleasure of including in the weekly Bulletins. 

Throughout the year pupils had the opportunity to take ABRSM and Trinity music examinations and many of the pupils 
have passed examinations in grades 1 to grade 8 with one of our Year 6 pupils becoming the youngest member of the 
Essex Young People’s Orchestra. There is evidence of outstanding attainment for pupils, particularly for this age group, 
and these results are testament to the hard work of all the peripatetic music teachers, the Music Department, and the 
hours of practice put in by the pupils. Our choristers deserve a very special mention for their talent and dedication to 
their choral responsibilities; the training these boys receive is highly valued in developing a breadth of skills that they 
will draw on throughout their lives. The Music Department have led many impressive events this year including the 
Year 3-5 Concert, Ensembles Concert, Young Voices Concert at the O2 Arena and the Cathedral Lunchtime Concert 
involving the Senior Chamber Choir, Senior Recorders, Clarinet Ensemble Flute Choir, String Orchestra, Senior Singing 
Group and individual soloists. We also enjoyed the Evening Picnic Concert which showcased the breadth of talents of 
the children. It was a relaxed evening, a chance for the pupils to hear each other perform, and for some of our Year 6 
pupils their final performance at the school.

The Senior Chamber Choir participated in the King’s Ely Choral Day and in the Chelmsford Music Festival the Senior 
Chamber Choir, Brass Ensemble and Senior Recorders were all awarded first place in their classes. There were several 
distinctions and merits for individual piano, woodwind and singing recitals too. Other memorable occasions saw the 
Nursery pupils perform their first Nativity, the Lower School delivering the Easter Treat and Christmas Production of 
‘Straw and Order’, ‘Carols Around the Tree’ as well as the annual Upper School Carol Service in Chelmsford Cathedral, 
and it was very special for the whole school to come together for the Remembrance, Christingle and Harvest services. 
The Junior Chamber Choir has also had a busy year singing in the Evensong services in Chelmsford Cathedral each 
term. Recorder playing also continues to be a strength in the pupils’ musical development and is compulsory from Year 
2 to Year 4 to offer all pupils the chance to participate in musical performances during the year and our regular series 
of Music and Munch concerts has been very well attended by parents and a lovely opportunity to hear individual and 
small group performances from pupils. Assemblies provide ample opportunity for soloist performances and offer that 
friendly audience and experience to encourage our young musicians. It is wonderful to see such young performers 
play with confidence and enjoy sharing their music making with others. 

In the Library there have been many exciting initiatives and projects launched this year including themed lunchtime 
activities, the Harry Potter Book Night, Potato Book Characters, Book Swap, Book Week, Design a Door Sign competition 
and Poetry in Motion. We have continued to encourage participation in local and national poetry and writing events 
as well as host our own in-house poetry competitions; the latter incorporating poems the children had written 
themselves and the reading of published poems. The external judge, Elisabeth Collier, ex-St Ceddian and Head of KS3 
at KEGS, was most impressed with the standard and confidence of the pupils. Poetry has the potential to transport the 
children to ’realms of gold’ (Keats) and in Year 6 we celebrated having the Essex Young Poet of the Year. At the Young 
Poet of the Year Awards at the Civic Theatre in Chelmsford we gained first, second and third prizes with two Highly 
Commended for the 7 Years and Under, and second and third prizes with four Highly Commended for the 11 Years and 
Under category. Two pupils won the thirteenth World Children’s Haiku Competition and in the BBC 500 Words Writing 
Competition one of our pupils was the winner from 120,000 entries. Given this exceptional level of achievement it was 
fitting to invite Sarwat Chadda, author, as our guest of honour at the Year 6 Celebration of Achievements to present 
the array of prizes. 



The children’s efforts in the in-house TEDx Talk competition for Years 3-6 further enhanced their understanding of an 
effective structure for powerful presentations. The Year 6 winner who presented their talk at the official TEDx event 
held at the Cramphorn Theatre, was the youngest delegate and the only junior school representative. Sir Ken Robinson 
during one of his TEDx Talks reminds us of the three things that help us all thrive: our difference and diversity, our 
curiosity, and our creativity. With over 70 extra-curricular activities and an expansive core curriculum at St Cedd’s 
School, there is ample opportunity for the pupils to be creative and to discover and develop new skills. 

We have had another record breaking year for charitable donations. The annual French Café once again provided a 
snapshot of the pupils’ French language proficiency, while serving French pastries, with the proceeds going to Cancer 
Research and BANA and Year 6 discovered more about the Spanish language, culture and traditions enriched by the 
flamenco dancing workshop. Seizing the opportunity to lead activities and share their ideas and skills with the younger 
children at the school, Year 6 ran the origami club, and the biscuits they designed and marketed in ICT lessons raised 
funds for the charity Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF), and we were delighted to welcome back Rufus 
the Bear who collected a cheque on behalf of JDRF.  Extending our community and taking part in charitable works and 
service to others is highly valued at the school and the pupils also raised funds for the RNLI and Essex Air Ambulance 
Services. 

The Easter Art project ‘Frogs, Butterflies and Dragonflies’, using recycled materials produced some exceptional pieces 
of art which we proudly displayed around the school. Once again, we had many successful entries to art exhibitions, 
particularly the Chigwell School exhibition. The children enjoy seeing their work exhibited and it acts as a stimulus to 
other children for ideas and ways of using different materials. Year 2 and Year 4 were treated to a workshop by Alison 
Stockmarr with her focus on ‘Make-and-amend Story’ further reinforcing our attention on recycling. 

It has been lovely to welcome so many parents to public functions, sporting fixtures, parent lunches and outings. We 
were also pleased to welcome Old St Ceddians, current parents and prospective parents to our marquee at the 3foot 
People Festival and Young Farmers Show, as well as at our inaugural Old St Ceddian event in the autumn term.  

I express my gratitude to the Parent Representatives for their support in developing a forum for sharing viewpoints, 
and I thank them for their generosity of time and dedication to this important role. Equally, the Parents’ Association 
has worked tirelessly to raise funds for items that will benefit the pupils, the gifts at Easter and Christmas, and the 
Christmas parties, and this year the school greenhouse was purchased which sits outside the Science Lab. There have 
been so many wonderful and successful events for parents to enjoy and for the children to have fun; one could not 
have wished for a better year. Of particular note was the PA Summer Ball which was a huge success and the final 
Summer Fun Day at Boyton Hall which was a particular highlight.  

I take this opportunity to thank the whole school community for the strong collaborative partnership between 
parents, guardians, carers and the school which nurtures the children’s achievements and I thank them all for their 
continued commitment to ensuring that their children have the very best education. I recall the wise words of Lyndon 
Johnson; ‘There are no problems we cannot solve together, and very few that we can solve by ourselves’.  I thank the 
Governors for their visits, feedback from Governors’ Days and for their support with the strategic leadership of the 
school. Exceptional teaching does not happen automatically and I am indebted to the Senior Leadership Team, EYFS 
Leadership Team, the teaching staff and teaching assistants for their professionalism and their dedication to making 
a positive difference to the lives of the pupils at the school. I thank the administrative team whose efficiency and 
effective management, and cheerful participation, makes everything possible. 

We look forward to building on the successes of this academic year in 2016-2017 which will be distinguished as the year 
that the new four Leagues - Chancellor (yellow), Knight (green), Marconi (blue) and Strutt (red) - were implemented 
at St Cedd’s School.   

Dr Edmonds
Head


