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It has been a successful academic year full of triumphs and accomplishments and in this year’s publication 
of Words and Wonderings the content speaks volumes for the quality and breadth of education at St Cedd’s 

School. At the end of each term in the Final, Sports and Music assemblies, we celebrate the pupils’ progress 
and present a host of individual and team certificates, awards and responsibilities. The ultimate event, the 
Celebration of Achievement, honours the Year 6 pupils, and we were delighted to be joined by guest speaker, 
author and illustrator, Curtis Jobling, best known for creating Bob the Builder. What Year 6 make of the next 
phase of their learning will be determined, to some extent, by what they have accomplished at St Cedd’s School 
and I am delighted to publicise that they have achieved exceptional results. Sixteen scholarship awards were 
offered by senior schools; five for academic achievement, five for music with an additional choral scholarship, 
one all-rounder, and four awarded for sport including one for girls’ cricket. Of the 86% of St Cedd’s School pupils 
who took the CSSE 11+ examination, 59% scored at least the pass mark of 303. The average CSSE score over 303 
was 348 with one pupil attaining 407 which is the highest recorded score by a St Cedd’s School pupil. 42% of the 
cohort accepted a place at a grammar school, 35% are going to independent schools and 23% to academies. The 
School ethos with its broad-based learning, aspirational culture and an embedded sense of responsibility to do 
one’s best, fosters high achievement. When I look at the children’s work in Good Work Book and observe lessons, 
I witness across the School a vitality and eagerness to engage in learning. I am impressed by the abundance of 
reflective learners and the interpersonal skills the children display. By Year 6 the pupils have mastered the skills 
of independent research, have supple minds and routinely expect to manage the unexpected. HOLDFAST (Holistic 
Opportunities to Learn and Develop, Furthering Achievement, Service and Talent) hones these skills and prepares 
them for senior school, and we were delighted to be nominated in the Strategic Education Initiative category, for 
this bespoke programme, at the TES Independent School Awards 2016. 

Rapid progress was evident across all year groups. The Reception Baseline Assessment revealed that there 
are very good levels of engagement, wellbeing and involvement from our youngest pupils in our nurturing EYFS 
environment where play, teacher-led activities, craft mornings, educational visits such as the Colne Valley Railway 
and Abbotts Hall Farm trips, foster social and academic development. The enhanced transition policy from 
Nursery to Reception made for a smooth transfer to Lower School for both the children and their parents, and it 
was encouraging to see so many parents attend the EYFS information events each term. Forest School is popular 
with the Reception children, and it was a pleasure to invite parents to sample their first Forest School experience.  

Throughout the School there has been an array of in-house workshops and trips which are woven into the fabric 
and curriculum of the School. As a snapshot of events, Year 1 experienced a Medieval Day and were captivated 
by the fencing display. The children also had fun in the Lego workshop and enjoyed their visits to Stansted 
Mountfitchet Castle and the Toy Museum, as well as the Great Fire of London workshop, and the RHS Garden 
Hyde Hall trip where they explored plant species in the expansive grounds. Year 2 relished the Seaside and Island 
Home workshops and their local history walks included a visit to Chelmsford Museum. Year 3 embraced Egyptian 
Day, their visit to Colchester Castle and the geography fieldtrip to Epping Forest, while Year 4 visited Lee Valley 
Park and were inspired by the Greek theme day. Year 4 submitted poems and artwork for the Lee Valley Find 50 
Competition and their entries were ranked in the top ten. Year 5 willingly dressed the part on Tudor Day, and the 
Victorian Day gave Year 6 an insight into Victorian times.

Successes in team events have been abundant. Our science team entered the National Science Quiz coming 
fourth in the semi-finals, and embraced the Science Day at Old Buckenham Hall. Year 2 learnt about the habitats 
of minibeasts and woodland animals at Thorndon Park, and Year 3 used their knowledge gained from the Rocks 
Workshop to understand how rocks provide clues of the physiology of dinosaurs. The Brentwood Science Project 
Exhibition drew a number of excellent ideas from St Cedd’s School and two of our pupils were celebrated as 
finalists. Our Year 5 girls who participated in the Science and Technology Day for girls at OBH were delighted to 
return with the mathematics prize. The whole School was again treated to the lives of Blue-tits with the Science 
Nest-cam providing an invaluable insight into the early days of a Blue-tit’s life. This coincided with our own 
incubation of chicks, courtesy of the Living Eggs programme. Our youngest pupils were inspired to see the chicks 
hatch and take their first steps. 



In the UKMT Maths Challenge we had three pupils succeed to the Kangaroo level set beyond KS3 and we gained 
a total of 16 UKMT awards; 3 Gold, 1 Silver and 12 Bronze certificates. These pupils have learnt that grappling 
with mathematics problems develops the powers of accuracy, judgement, imagination and critical interpretation 
of findings. I was delighted that the mathematics team were complimented on their ability to work collaboratively 
at the Framlingham College Mathematics Workshop and that they won the Littlegarth School Maths Challenge, 
receiving their gold medals on the day. Year 5 consolidated their economic education work with an excursion 
to the Metro Bank in Chelmsford where they entered the vault, experienced the Magic Money Machine and 
gained an insight into the role of the ‘Teller’. Our Bursar, Mr Chisholm, also talked to Years 4 to 6 about his role in 
managing the finances of the School. 

The Lower School French songs recital provided a snapshot of the pupils’ French language proficiency while 
Year 6 discovered more about the Spanish language, culture and traditions enriched by the flamenco dancing 
workshop, and Year 5 consolidated their French language skills at the Europa Centre. 

The experiences all our pupils garner as they progress through St Cedd’s School enriches their lives not only 
academically but also physically. St Cedd’s School is now placed as one of the premier prep schools for sport and 
we are proud to have received the prestigious Gold Schools Games Mark award which acknowledges the School’s 
commitment, engagement and delivery of competitive school sport. Amongst the sporting highlights was winning 
the inaugural IAPS Girls’ Cricket Tournament, the New Hall Indoor Girls Cricket Tournament and Chelmsford High 
5 Netball Tournament. The introduction of the cricket bowling machine in 2017 attracted a great deal of interest 
from pupils at break times and has encouraged success in cricket. The Masterclass by Carla Rudd (professional 
County cricketer) and Jason Gallian (former English Test cricketer) built on the effective teaching at School and 
inspired our Year 5 cricketers. St Cedd’s School was featured in an IAPS Sport Newsletter, 5 June 2017, as the 
winner of the first East of England IAPS Girls’ Cricket Festival against renowned prep schools in Essex, Suffolk and 
Hertfordshire; the standard of play was impressive and the passion for the game evident. The Year 6 Girls Hockey 
A Team made it through to the Regional East Finals for the U11 National Schools In2Hockey Championships. 
For the boys, attendance at the Snowstyle National Schools Rugby Tournament was the perfect opportunity to 
experience the challenge of a national competition and the Years 3 and 4 Boys Rugby teams competed with skill 
in the finals at Epsom College. There has also been an array of exceptional individual performances, including 
representation at the Artemis British Inter-schools Ski Challenge and pupils qualifying as County swimmers and 
County-level cricketers. 

The Chelmsford Primary Schools Gymnastics Competition was hugely successful with the Year 2 and Year 3 
squads coming second in their respective categories and Year 4 gaining first place. Year 2 attended the Mini Games 
event organised by Chelmsford School Sport Partnership; one of our pupils was the highest scoring girl and St 
Cedd’s School came second out of the nine competing schools. Plus, it was with great excitement that our fencing 
team had their first fixture. Our Sports Days were completed very successfully and showcased the pupils’ breadth 
of athletic skills, and at the end of the academic year, the Pupils versus Parents cricket matches were very well 
supported by parents. 

The pupils can be justly proud of what they have produced musically too. We have enjoyed many outstanding 
musical performances at Music and Munch, in assemblies, Evensong, the Ensembles Concert, Picnic Concert, 
Young Voices at The 02, the King’s Ely Choral Day, and the Cathedral Lunchtime Concert. Our choristers deserve 
a very special mention for their talent and dedication to their choral responsibilities; they sang the St Matthew 
Passion (J S Bach), Choral Eucharist and Evensongs as well as Handel’s Messiah, and participated in the Come 
and Sing Duke Ellington Jazz Concert at Chelmsford Cathedral, in addition to taking part in the Snape Maltings 
production of Britten’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The Felsted Steel Band workshop is a highlight of the year 
for Year 4 as it introduces the pupils to the world of steel drumming, while some Year 5 and 6 pupils entertained 
the residents of local care homes with their musical recitals. 

In the Chelmsford Music Festival the Senior Chamber Choir, Brass Ensemble and Senior Recorders were all 
awarded first place in their classes, and the Guitar Ensemble were awarded second place. Other memorable 
occasions saw the Nursery pupils perform their first Nativity, and the Lower School delivering the Easter Treat 
and Christmas Production, while Carols Around the Tree and the annual Upper School Carol Service in Chelmsford 



Cathedral were very special. The whole School came together for the Remembrance, Christingle and Harvest 
services. This year we had the highest achieving group of recorder players ever at this School with six Grade 8 
successes, and many pupils have also reached above Grade 3 in their chosen instrument; this is testament to the 
quality of teaching and the hours of practice put in by the pupils. Year 5 were very pleased to be interviewed 
by two Heart Radio producers who were interested in their reactions to ‘old’ music, the results providing some 
interesting perceptions for the radio producers to dwell on. 

It has been an excellent year for children’s artwork with impressive entries to high profile exhibitions at Chigwell 
and The Open Art, Design and Technology Exhibition. The eight winning photographs taken of Chelmsford City 
for the Inter-League Photography Competition are proudly displayed in Upper School and Year 1 were captivated 
by the ceramic demonstrations by Mr Gibson of Claydayz, producing some very creative pottery to showcase in 
Lower School. Artist, William Ashley-Norman, also provided a Wire Sculpture Workshop that further inspired our 
young artists.  

We have had another record-breaking year for charitable donations and many notable celebrations of 
fundraising. Mr Roberts, a Paralympian wheelchair rugby player, spoke to the children about his success in sport 
and we were treated to an insight into the Rio Paralympics by Mr Mollard, who sent live video clips of the action. 
Rio, a nine year-old boy who hopes to be a Paralympian one day, spoke to the pupils about his disability and his 
aspirational responses to their questions inspired the children. 

Demonstrating resilience was also apparent on the PGL trip to Osmington Bay, which saw the Year 6 pupils 
collaborate as a team, building their self-confidence as they rose to the challenges that this residential week 
provides.

Posts of responsibility increase as the pupils move up through the School and by Year 6 all pupils will have 
held positions of responsibility. Many of the pupils’ recommendations proposed at the School Council and Food 
Forum meetings have been implemented this year providing the pupils with a mechanism for making a difference 
to their experiences at School. The School Council representatives are very proactive and, once again, received 
recognition in the Speaker’s School Council awards. Initiatives proposed by the School Council have included 
introduction of a descriptosaurus, a wormery and additional information monitors in Upper School, the latter two 
items supported financially by the Parents’ Association. The Wormery has revealed that the earth worms are, like 
the pupils, always very busy as evidenced by the movement of the coloured sand layers. 

Dazzle!, the Year 6 production, was performed with skill and confidence, and it was good to see drama and 
music coming together in such harmony. We have continued to encourage entrance in both poetry and writing 
competitions with our in-house Poetry Writing Competition and successes in the Essex Young Poet of the Year 
event. The external judge, Jane Moore, Head of English at Felsted School, was enormously impressed by the 
creative and thoughtful poems written by the children, as well as their poised and confident delivery of the poems 
which they had learnt by heart. Drama in the Lower School has included a Wild West American adventure and 
the Perform Drama Company helping ‘Phileas Fogg’ globe-trot around the world in eighty days. The Tempest and 
Hamlet workshops, delivered by the talented Young Shakespeare Company, were a great success in fostering an 
appreciation and understanding of Shakespeare’s life and work. Shakespeare Week created a focus of the bard’s 
work with Year 6 sharing the story of Hamlet with their Year 1 reading partners, while Year 5 focused on props 
from Shakespeare’s plays and visited and performed at the Globe Theatre in front of an appreciative audience. 
Year 4 explored life in Shakespeare’s London and engaged enthusiastically in the Young Shakespeare Company’s 
workshop on A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Year 3 looked at language that portrays negative and positive emotions, 
while Year 2 created a soundscape and wrote a description of the enchanted forest in A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. Year 1 used their knowledge of Shakespeare’s words to make bookmarks and Reception were introduced 
to a range of Shakespearean themes through drama, speaking and listening activities. LAMDA lessons continue to 
be popular and examinations results have been outstanding with many pupils achieving the grade of distinction.  

In the Library there have been many exciting initiatives and projects launched this year including the Soft Toy 
Sleepover, Elmer Week, and a focus on Hedgehogs. The British Values On Tour covered the topics of respect, 
tolerance, fair play, teamwork, families and friendship, amongst other topics such as democratic decision-making. 



In addition, the Harry Potter Book Night, Potato Book Characters, Book Swap, Book Week and Poetry in Motion as 
well as National Poetry Day were celebrated. The Book Mark competition for World Book Day was a huge success 
with over 150 entries. The Wooden Spoon Characters Competition produced some amazing designs making it 
very difficult to choose the winners from each class. World Book Day saw the whole School community dressed 
as their favourite characters from books; my disguise as a St Cedd’s School pupil did surprise and confuse some 
children and staff! The Kate Greenaway Book Club in School thrives with the children voting for their favourite 
library books. 

We were fortunate to have several well-known author visits this year. Kaye Umansky performed poems, raps 
and rhymes and enthralled the children with her energetic readings and character depictions. Year 3 met Marcia 
Williams at the Bishop’s Stortford College Literacy Festival and Alice Hemming shared her perceptions of writing 
and publishing, and worked with the Nursery and Reception children on story-telling. The Year 4 pupils were very 
successful in the English Speaking Union’s Public Speaking Competition held at Anglia Ruskin University. One of 
our pupils received a prize for the Best Speaker and the children’s efforts in the in-house TEDx Talk Competition 
for Years 3-6 further enhanced their understanding of an effective structure for powerful presentations. 

With over 75 extra-curricular activities and an expansive core curriculum at St Cedd’s School, there is ample 
opportunity for the pupils to be creative and to discover and develop new skills. The Sewing and Knitting Club, 
Fencing, LAMDA, Mad Science, Rugby Tots, Street Dance, Cricket and Tennis clubs are welcome additions to the 
array of lunchtime and after-school activities which are led by our specialist teaching staff. 

It has been a privilege to welcome so many parents to public functions, sporting fixtures, parent lunches and 
outings. We were also pleased to welcome Old St Ceddians, current parents and prospective parents to our stall 
at the Essex Young Farmers’ Country Show, as well as the Old St Ceddian event in the Summer Term. I take this 
opportunity to express my gratitude to the Parent Representatives for their dedication to this important role. 
Equally, the Parents’ Association has worked tirelessly to raise funds for items that will benefit the pupils, including 
the pupils’ gifts at Easter and Christmas, the Christmas pantomime Jack and the Beanstalk, Upper School display 
monitors, birthday cards, the Year 6 Leavers Book, and, in consultation with the School Council, the adoption of 
a pony at an animal sanctuary and prizes for the best homework diaries. 

I thank the Governors for their invaluable feedback from Governors’ Days and their regular visits, and for their 
support with the strategic leadership of the School. Exceptional teaching does not happen automatically and I am 
indebted to the Senior Leadership Team, the teaching staff and teaching assistants for their professionalism and 
their dedication to making a positive difference to the lives of the pupils at the School. I thank the administrative 
team whose efficiency and effective management, and cheerful participation, makes everything possible. 

Our School motto ‘Hold Fast that Which is Good’ is a central tenet of our School ethos and the content within 
this publication confirms that our motto is vocalised through all that happens in School. 

Dr Edmonds
Head


