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ART 
 
We hope your children are settling in happily and enjoying their Art lessons. 
 
At this young age we encourage the children to explore and improve their skills using a variety of materials, such as 
pencils, crayons, pastels, paint, clay, collage and textiles. 
 
We aim to nurture a lifelong enjoyment of this subject by encouraging the children to develop their ideas and creative 
skills as much as possible. 
 
Art has strong links with all areas of the curriculum: 

 It fosters the skills of focus, observation and self-motivation. 

 It encourages the use of pattern and symbols, both important mathematical concepts. 

 It promotes the development of ideas and imaginative thinking, crucial in creative writing. 

 It enables children to bring to life their understanding of history and geography by visually depicting people, 
buildings, environments and customs.  Additionally, the children are able to make artefacts and create the arts 
and crafts of different periods.  

 It involves lots of experimentation and the study of science by investigating natural and man-made objects, 
the seasons and the properties of various materials. 

 
You can help your children in so many ways by encouraging their natural inquisitiveness to the world around them. 
 
Let your children draw, paint, cut and make as much as possible. They will quickly learn how to hold a paint brush, cut 
with a pair of scissors and use glue to stick different materials. 
 
Your children will improve their skills, gain confidence and have fun. You may find yourself wanting to join in! 
 
If you would like to ask us any questions or want advice or ideas in connection with your child on any areas of the Art 
curriculum please pop into the Art room. 
 
 
Mrs T Knight 
Art teacher of Reception, Years 1 and 2   
 
Mrs S Murfin 
Head of Art and teacher of Years 3, 4, 5 and 6  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

French 

At St Cedd’s School, children are introduced to learning French in EYFS because learning a new language from 
a young age is fun, easier and can really help in a person’s life later on. 

French is introduced in a fun and attractive way. The session is a succession of short sequences filled with 

different games, songs, mimes and puppets in order to achieve the objective introduced at the beginning of 

each lesson. 

These are good opportunities for those who are not confident enough to contribute orally and develop 
confidence by watching others. 

Learning French can also provide young children with a chance to learn about another country and culture. 
They can make simple comparisons between their own country and France and open their minds. 

Learning a language so young may trigger a good interest for other languages in their life. 

 
Miss S Spinelli  
Modern Foreign Languages  
 

 



Nursery PE 
 
Whilst your child is in Nursery they will improve their physical skills relating to: 
 

 Co-ordination and balance 

 Mobility 

 Awareness of Space and 

 Manipulation and aiming skills 
 
These 4 components are all covered within all activities during the 3 terms: 
 
 
AUTUMN TERM: 
 
Music and Movement and activities/working towards spatial awareness and game 
skills.  
 
MUSIC AND MOVEMENT – First half term. 
 
Using music – covers MOBILITY – being able to move in different ways, discovering 
different patterns of movement  e.g. on their feet, hands and feet, different body 
parts.  In addition, moving to different rhythms, walking on tip toes, galloping, moving 
like animals, performing giant, fairy steps, marching, skipping.  Relating movement to 
a story – Jack and the Beanstalk, expressing different moods and emotions, happy and 
sad. Use of percussion, tambourine, triangle, bells. 
 
ACTIVITIES RELATING TO GAME SKILLS – Second half term. 
 
Covers SPATIAL AWARENESS and MANIPULATIVE/AIMING SKILLS. 
Knowing how to move in different directions at different speeds, forwards, backwards, 
sideways with control. Being able to move in and out of each other without collisions! 
Safety.  
 
Equipment used during these lessons will involve scarves, balls, beanbags, hand 
markers, skipping ropes, hoops, quoits, target practices, cones, and spots. Skills 
involve: throwing and catching, aiming, steering, striking. 
 
SPRING TERM: 
 
ACTIVITIES RELATING TO GYMNASTICS - First part of half term. 
 
Using mats, taking weight on different parts of body, travelling, balancing, jumping, 
and turning. Use of apparatus, climbing, exploring balances, travelling across, up and 
down. Safety expectations. 
 
 



DEVELOPMENT OF GAME SKILLS – Second part of half term. 
 
Partner work – sending, receiving ball, throwing and catching, steering balls, making 
activities slightly more difficult. 
 
 
SUMMER TERM: 
 
PREPARATION FOR SPORTS DAY- First part of half term. 
 
Running races, technique, running in a straight line, starting position and finish line. 
Beanbag shuttle race with tins. 
 
RACKET SKILLS/TENNIS/PARACHUTE GAMES - Second part of half term. 
 
Racket ball control, bounce and hit, partner work, striking and fielding, parachute 
team games. 
 
We have a fun time during PE and the lesson is focused on learning through play and 
enjoyment.  Please can you make sure your child’s hair is tied back and all items of 
footwear and clothing is named please. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Mrs Guy and Miss Smith 



Glossary of Phonics Terms 

 

Adjacent consonants 

Formally known as blends. Letter combinations where each letter makes an individual phoneme e.g. sp; 

st; tr; fl; mp; dr etc. 

 

Consonant digraph 

A phoneme that is made up of two graphemes, the first of which is a consonant as in ‘wh’ and ‘ng’.  

 

CVC words 

Words that consist of a consonant-vowel-consonant as in c-a-t and b-i-g (relates to the SOUNDS, 

so includes sh-ee-p, c-oa-t). 

Digraphs and trigraphs (and four letter graphemes) 

A digraph is a two letter grapheme where two letters represent one sound as ‘sh’ in ship. A trigraph is a 

three letter grapheme where three letters represent one phoneme as ‘igh’ in night. By definition, a four 

letter grapheme uses four letters to represent one phoneme as ‘eigh’ representing the /ai/ phoneme in 

eight and weight.  

 

Grapheme 

A symbol of a phoneme, that is, a letter or group of letters representing a sound. There is always the 

same number of graphemes in a word as phonemes  

 

Grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) and phoneme-grapheme correspondences 

We convert graphemes to phonemes when we are reading and phonemes to graphemes when we are 

spelling. To do this, children need to learn which graphemes correspond to which phonemes and vice 

versa. 

Phoneme 

The smallest unit of sound in a word. 



 

 

Phonics 

Consists of the knowledge of the skills of segmenting and blending, knowledge of the alphabetic 

code and an understanding of the principles underpinning the way the code is used in reading 

and spelling.  

Segmenting and blending 

Segmenting and blending are reversible phonic skills. Segmenting consists of breaking words 

down into their constituent parts to spell. Blending consists of building words from their 

constituent phonemes to read.  

Split digraphs 

A split digraph has a letter that splits, i.e. comes between, the two letters in the digraph as in 

make, where ‘k’ splits the digraph ‘ae’ which represents the phoneme /ai/.  

Tricky word 

A word that is not phonetically decodable. Some become decodable in the later phases. 

Vowel digraph 

A phoneme that is made up of two graphemes, the first of which is a vowel as in ‘ai’ and ‘oy’.  
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