
 
 

Independent Schools Inspection February 2013 

 

St Cedd’s School was judged ‘Excellent’, the highest judgement, across the school in all aspects of its 

educational provision in February 2013. The reports of the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) 

not only represent a very reliable indicator of each school’s quality, they provide a vital guide to help 

parents identify the sector’s top-performing preparatory/junior schools in the country. A look at 

inspection reports on the ISI website reveals that Teaching and Learning is the most difficult aspect 

in which to achieve top grading, yet it is arguably the most important. Every teacher at St Cedd’s 

School was observed in different contexts on several occasions and the inspectors must have noted 

an exceptional quantity of outstanding lessons to award ‘Excellent’ for teaching. With over 60 

references to excellent provision, St Cedd’s School has a hallmark of quality, not only in comparison 

with other schools in Essex, but as one of a small number of independent schools nationally to have 

been graded ‘excellent/outstanding’ in every aspect.  

Highlights of the ISI report: 

 Pupils of all abilities make rapid progress. Consequently, they reach excellent levels of 

achievement. 

 Teaching is most effective in promoting the rapid rate of progress of pupils and abilities. 

Furthermore, this high quality teaching helps pupils to achieve their individual potential. 

 Teachers’ lesson planning and subject knowledge are excellent. 

 Pupils’ numeracy skills are very strong; they can work independently and critically. 

 Pupils’ attainment is judged to be excellent in relation to national age-related expectations. 

Many pupils pass 11+ examinations to local grammar schools whilst other pupils gain a place 

in their first choice independent senior school or comprehensive school, with a significant 

number achieving all-round or academic scholarships, as well as sporting and musical 

awards. This level of attainment as judged indicates that pupils make a high rate of progress 

in relation to pupils of similar ability. 

 Successes in the performing arts, notably music, are particularly strong, with an excellent 

annual record of achievements. 

 The extensive range of extra-curricular activities enables pupils to extend their interests and 

compete successfully at county or national level. 

 Pupils’ diversity is celebrated and nurtured and there is a palpable sense of belonging and 

care amongst all pupils. The school is an inclusive community. 

 Governors have a detailed insight into the working of the school. They are most effective in 

exercising their monitoring role and in providing support, challenge and stimulus for growth 

and improvement. Governors exercise prudent financial management.  

 The HOLDFAST award offers an imaginative range of activities which greatly enhances the 

pupils’ opportunities to develop confidence and work independently. 

 The pupils are given outstanding opportunities to grow as confident and harmonious citizens 

with a strong sense of self and of each other. 

 The school is highly effective in promoting excellent behaviour.  



 The present (management) team, excellently led by the head teacher, have a very clear 

vision for the future of the school and have the dynamism and ability to achieve their goals.  

 From the EYFS onwards pupils achieve high levels of knowledge, understanding and skills in 

the subjects of the curriculum as well as in extra-curricular activities. 

 In the EYFS, excellent progress is made towards the Early Learning Goals with most children 

achieving them by the age of five and many children exceeding them. 

  

The ISI team’s recommendations for further improvement confirmed that the areas for development 

identified in the school’s annual self-evaluation process, and incorporated our school development 

plans, were apposite. We look forward to maintaining the highest standards as a school of 

excellence and strive for continued improvement and development. 

 


